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H.OT BREAKDOWN

There were two major political parties — the Conservative Party and the Liberal Party. Around the same time, Keir Hardie was a politician who was setting up a new party, the Labour Party, which at that
time was very small with Hardie as the only MP. In Sylvia we see how the party is transformed from having one seat to having 27 seats in a general election, giving them much more power. Hardie marked
himself out as a radical with the subjects he advocated for, including free schooling, pensions, Indian self-rule and importantly, women's rights.

He became very close to the Pankhursts (almost certainly having a romantic affair with Sylvia Pankhurst) and was inspired to throw himself into the cause of women'’s suffrage. He was a speaker at the
major demonstrations in favour of votes for women. He was also a pacifist. Whilst he supported the suffrage movement, he had difficulties with the more violent aspects of the protests.

Another character who features prominently in Sylvia is a young MP who goes on to become Home Secretary and later Prime Minister — twice. His name is Winston Churchill. In his early career, Churchill
was part of the Conservative Party, before defecting to the Liberal Party over disagreements, and then later back to the Conservative Party where he was Prime Minister during the Second World War.

In Sylvia, we see Winston Churchill as a young MP in Manchester, where many of the WSPU demonstrations were taking place. Unlike Hardie, Churchill was not a supporter of women's right to vote, as is

seen in Sylvia. We also see that Churchill's mother, Lady Jennie Churchill, was fiercely against women's right to vote; however, Clementine Hozier, later Clementine Churchill his wife, was defiantly in
favour of the suffrage movement, which caused many arguments as you will see in the show.
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r of the Independent Labour Party, and first Labour MP. Was one of
several men arrested in their support of women's suffrage. In 1908 he
resigned as Leader of the Labour Party and spent the rest of his life
campaigning for various causes, including the fight for votes for women.
He developed a close relationship with Sylvia Pankhurst.
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Most ell known for being Prime Minister in 1840—1545 and 19511545,

Churchill was Home Secretary between 1910 and 1911. He refused to engage

with the Suffragette’s militant and violent actions, telling his wife

Clementine in a letter that, ‘| have told them | cannot help them while the

present tactics are continued'.
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Was Prlme Minister of the United Kingdom from 1916 to 1922. A Liberal
Party statesman and politician from Wales. Under Lloyd George’s
government, the Representation of the People Act was passed in
parliament in February 1918 - extending male suffrage alongside a limited
franchise for women.
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First president of the National League for Opposing Woman Suffrage — an
organisation which was formed by the amalgamation of the Women's

National Anti-Suffrage League and the Men's League for Opposing Woman
Suffrage.
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ltalian anarchist and journalist. Long-term partner of Sylvia Pankhurst who

rejected the idea of marriage. Together they had one child, Richard Pankhurst, in
1927.
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Wright was strongly opposed to women's suffrage. He argued that women's
brains were innately different from men's and were not constituted to deal with
social and public issues. His arguments were most fully expounded in his book
The Unexpurgated Case Against Woman Suffrage (1913). In the book, Wright also
vigorously opposes the professional development of women.
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Was Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1916 to 1922. A Liberal Party
statesman and politician from Wales. Under Lloyd George's government, the

Representation of the People Act was passed in parliament in February 1918 -
extending male suffrage alongside a limited franchise for women.
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Was a British politician and social reformer who led the Labour Party from
1932 to 1935. Apart from a brief period of ministerial office during the Labour
government of 1929-31, he spent his political life campaigning against
established authority and vested interests, his main causes being the
promotion of social justice, women's rights, and world disarmament.
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https://vimeo.com/806298776/3979704970
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpY0maJLlTk
https://vimeo.com/814606318/7b61194e1c
https://zoonation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/march-women-march-md-09-11-22-piano-vocal.pdf
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“When | was younger, | became obsessed
with a political television show called The
West Wing and it really made me think
about politics and look at it differently;
particularly voting and about what it is like
to be a woman in this world that we live in.
| wanted to make a piece of theatre about
a group of women from over a hundred
years ago who had no rights.”
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	ABOUT THE COMPANY
	A MESSAGE FROM KATE PRINCE
	Kate Prince (Book, Lyrics, Director and Choreographer for Sylvia) is Artistic Director of ZooNation: The Kate Prince Company, which she founded in 2002.
	Kate is an Associate Artist at The Old Vic and at Sadler’s Wells, where ZooNation is also a Resident Company. Productions for ZooNation: The Kate Prince Company include Into the Hoods, Some Like It Hip Hop, The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, Groove on Down the Road, ZooNation: Unplugged and Sylvia (a co-production with The Old Vic).
	The company has also created special performances for Nelson Mandela’s 90th Birthday celebrations held in Hyde Park 2008, the 2011 Laurence Oliver Awards, and the Beijing Olympic and Paralympic Handover ceremonies in 2008. Kate’s TV credits include Strictly Come Dancing, So You Think You Can Dance, Top of the Pops and Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. She recently choreographed the feature film of Everybody’s Taking About Jamie, for which she was also the choreographer of the stage show.
	Kate received an Olivier Award nomination for Best Theatre Choreographer for the production. In total her extraordinary work has been nominated for three Olivier Awards, a South Bank Sky Arts Award, a What’s on Stage Award, and two Critics’ Circle National Dance Awards. Kate has an MA from Edinburgh University and an honorary PHD from Winchester University, and in 2019 she received an MBE for services to dance in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list.

	CREATIVES
	PLOT BREAKDOWN AND SCENE SUMMARY
	PLOT BREAKDOWN AND SCENE SUMMARY
	PLOT BREAKDOWN AND SCENE SUMMARY
	PLOT BREAKDOWN AND SCENE SUMMARY
	SCENE AND SONG LIST
	ACT ONE
	ACT TWO

	CHARACTER BREAKDOWN
	THE PANKHURSTS
	SYLVIA
	(1882-1960)
	Second daughter of Emmeline Pankhurst. Won a scholarship to the Royal College of Art in London, a course which she did not complete in order to pursue her political activities. In 1914, Sylvia was expelled from the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) after disagreements with Christabel and Emmeline about the focus of their activities and the lack of democracy within the union. Sylvia argued that they should take a more socialist approach and address issues other than women’s suffrage. Opposed to the First World War, Sylvia also disagreed with Emmeline and Christabel’s support of conscription and the war effort. Sylvia settled and died in Ethiopia, was given a prestigious burial, and buried in a plot reserved for Abyssinian heroes. In 2001, a campaign began for a statue of Sylvia to be erected in College Green, opposite the House of Commons. In 2018 a statue of Millicent Garrett Fawcett was unveiled on the green — the first woman to have a statue there. Five members of the cast of Sylvia, along with Kate Prince, attended the unveiling ceremony. There remains no statue to commemorate Sylvia’s contribution to the cause. Sylvia’s artistic talents were often used on the banners and artwork associated with the WSPU. This includes the three colours of white, (representing purity) purple (dignity) and green (hope).
	CHRISTABEL
	EMMELINE
	ADELA
	RICHARD
	HARRY


	THE WOMEN
	ANNIE KENNEY (1879—1953)
	NORAH LYLE-SMITH (1874—1963)
	EMILY WILDING DAVISON (1872—1913)
	CLEMENTINE CHURCHILL (1885—1977)
	LADY JENNIE CHURCHILL(1854—1921)
	EDITH GARRUD (1872—1971)
	FLORA ‘THE GENERAL’ DRUMMOND (1878—1949)
	JULIA SCURR, BETTY SAVOY, ELSIE WATKINS, EDNA PAYNE, DAISY PARSONS, MOLLIE BIRD:


	SYLVIA IN LONDON  A TIMELINE
	BROMLEY PUBLIC HALL
	1913

	VICTORIA PARK
	1913

	400 OLD FORD ROAD
	1914


	SYLVIA IN LONDON  A TIMELINE
	45 NORMAN GROVE
	1914–1934

	WOODFORD
	1923

	CLERKENWELL GREEN
	2026


	CONTEXTUAL INFLUENCES
	HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL FACTORS:
	FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS
	LAW AND THE RIGHT TO PROTEST
	A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO VOTE
	POLITICS

	FREEDOM OF SPEECH
	PEACEFUL PROTEST

	CONTEXTUAL INFLUENCES
	SOCIAL FACTORS
	GRIEF
	VIOLENCE
	ADULTERY AND SOCIAL NORMS



	ZooNation Collaborator
	DANNIELLE ‘RHIMES’ LECOINTE
	IN 2022 ZOONATION: THE KATE PRINCE COMPANY WELCOMED ITS FIRST EVER ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR DANNIELLE ‘RHIMES’ LECOINTE. HERE IS WHAT RHIMES HAS TO SAY ABOUT HER NEW ROLE AND WHY SHE BELIEVES COLLABORATION WITH OTHERS IS KEY.


	ZooNation Collaborator
	DANNIELLE ‘RHIMES’ LECOINTE
	WHAT IS YOUR TECHNIQUE AND CREATIVE APPROACH TO CREATING WORK AND DEVELOPING A SPECIFIC ROLE OR SCENE?
	AN EXAMPLE OF THIS IS WHEN I WORKED ON THE SCENE ‘AUDIENCE WITH ASQUITH’:
	WHAT DID YOU USE AS INSPIRATION TO HELP WITH THE CREATION OF SYLVIA?
	CAN YOU GIVE YOUR TOP THREE TIPS FOR WORKING WITH OTHER CREATIVES TO MAKE A SHOW SUCCESSFUL?
	WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO AN INSPIRING PERFORMER WISHING TO ENTER THE PROFESSIONAL INDUSTRY?


	THE SCRIPT - AN INTERVIEW WITH
	BEVERLEY KNIGHT
	HOW HAVE YOU GONE ABOUT RESEARCHING YOUR ROLE IN SYLVIA?

	LESSON PLAN IDEAS  ACTING
	ACTING FOCUS WORKSHOP  written by Rachel Howes
	TEACHERS PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES:
	• Download and print a copy of the script for It’s All Good (Reprise) for each student.
	• Gain access to IT facilities for the lesson as students will need this for research.
	• Download a copy of the It’s All Good (Reprise) backing track.


	LESSON PLAN IDEAS  ACTING
	ACTIVITY THREE:
	STARTER:
	ACTIVITY ONE:
	EXTENSION ACTIVITY:
	ACTIVITY TWO:
	PLENARY:
	THE DANCE -  ZOONATION COLLABORATOR
	CAN YOU DESCRIBE YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS FOR THE CHOREOGRAPHY AND WHAT YOU DID TO BRING YOUR VISION TO LIFE?
	I would always start by looking at the scene and asking the fundamental question - what does this section need and what is the story trying to be told. Sometimes simplicity with the steps is the best, as the scene has a strong intention and drive, so we just need to create exciting movement to illustrate that moment. Sometimes it is foundations, like funk and soul that are needed, or sometimes it is more contemporary/lyrical movement that best tells the narrative. It also depends on what style the music is that will dictate the style of choreography.

	CAN YOU DESCRIBE HOW YOU COLLABORATED WITH KATE PRINCE AND THE PERFORMERS TO USE DANCE TO COMMUNICATE YOUR STORY AND INTENTIONS TO THE AUDIENCE?
	Fortunately, I have worked with Kate for many years now, so I feel that as a creative practitioner I understand a lot of her process and methodology, so we have a good shorthand on how to work together. The narrative and story always come first, so we stage and block the pieces first and then we ‘colour’ it with the choreographic steps.

	IF YOU COULD GIVE ONE PIECE OF ADVICE TO ANYBODY WANTING TO ENTER THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD OF DANCE, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
	Utilise the time you have whilst you’re training to cultivate your own creative voice… I think there are plenty of opportunities to learn how to execute different genres of choreography, but knowing and understanding yourself and what you have to offer the industry is no one else’s responsibility but your own. Spend time to learn that about yourself, so you can forge that career that suits who you are as an individual.



	JADE HACKETT
	I would say that the character of who’s story was being told was the main stimulus. Two sections that specifically come to mind as examples are Jennie Churchill’s song WOMEN ARE STRONGER IN THE HOME and Clementine’s song ONE OF THE DOOMED, which are the 2 sections I choreographed. For Jennie Churchill’s song I drew on the angle that we gave to her character of having a Jamaican/Dance Hall background, so a lot of those types of steps were used in that choreography. Her character is very loud, brash and controlling so that is reflected in the movement. Much like with Clementine, she is meant to be supported by women of high society positions, so the choreography of the supporting artists in that scene are quite dainty to reflect how they would have been seen in those days.

	LESSON PLAN IDEAS DANCE
	DANCE FOCUS WORKSHOP  written by Rachel Howes
	ACTIVITY TWO:
	EXTENSION ACTIVITY:
	PLENARY:

	LESSON PLAN IDEAS DANCE
	STARTER:
	ACTIVITY ONE:

	COLLABORATING WITH OTHERS | AN INTERVIEW WITH KATE PRINCE, JOSH COHEN & DJ WALDE
	Which song is your favourite and why?
	Why is a hip hop, funk, and soul musical the perfect medium for the story of Sylvia Pankhurst?
	Can you tell us about your song-writing process?
	Where does the inspiration for a new song come from?

	COLLABORATING WITH OTHERS | AN INTERVIEW WITH KATE PRINCE, JOSH COHEN & DJ WALDE
	COLLABORATING WITH OTHERS | AN INTERVIEW WITH KATE PRINCE, JOSH COHEN & DJ WALDE
	How has the music/movement developed since the 2018 work- in-progress run?
	Josh Cohen: It’s hard for us to have a bird’s eye view because we’ve been so close to the show, but I would say that some of the songs have become better realised versions of what they always were. Some of it has been about editing and throwing things away, because the shape of the play has changed and become tighter and smoother, and the music must respond to that. You’ve got to learn to let go of some of your older songs, which feels hard at the time but it’s ultimately for the best. We’ve also become aware of recurring themes in the show, so we’ve leant into those more. We’ve recognised the themes that have come to represent a character, a moment, or a feeling, and we come back to them in the show by weaving in musical themes.
	DJ Walde: In a practical way, the script has changed and continues to change, so we’ve had to develop in a way that works best for the script. You can’t get too attached to certain moments because sometimes they must change as the shape of the script changes. Some things from 2018 just aren’t in the same format, they still work in the same way, but there must be practical changes.

	How has the music in the show influenced the dance/movement?
	Kate Prince: Normally, I’m given music, I listen to that music, and I interpret it. But with this show, and all the shows I’ve written with Josh and DJ, the process is quite skew-whiff. Sometimes I’ll have lyrics and the music and dancing will follow. Other times, I know the style of dance, so we start from that and work back. Every song is different. It’s always led by story and a certain dance style will express a particular beat of story. Josh and DJ have so much patience with me when I’m trying to create a piece of dance because they know the dance is everything to me.
	DJ Walde: Our musical decisions are led by the dance style that we’re working with. It’s not always the case, but if we know that there’s going to be a dance number or a movement number, we know it needs to have a certain energy or pace. If there’s lots of action happening, the number would need a certain tempo, so often the movement is based more on the tempo of the music. Or if we know there’s a particular stylistic thing that Kate’s trying to get across, then we can lean into that.
	Josh Cohen: It’s almost a thing that works in both directions. At the end of the day, it’s a play, so we’re finding music that helps tell the story in a way that Kate finds effective. Then, once we’ve made the music, Kate responds to it in terms of movement. From time to time, it works the other way round, which is the traditional dance company/ZooNation way. Kate has a strong sense of movement and that comes first because she knows it’s going create a certain feeling in the room. In that situation, we’re working to brief and creating a piece of music that allows her to use that movement.


	LESSON PLAN IDEAS
	MUSICAL THEATRE
	MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP  written by Rachel Howes
	Teachers Preparatory Activities:
	• Watch the clip of number ‘March Women March’ on YouTube • Sing through and familiarise yourself with the song, learning the basic melody the basic melody using the instrumental track prior to the Acting Through Song workshop • Use this lyrics sheet or sheet music to familiarise yourself with the themes of the song • Complete a vocal warm up with the students at the start of each section/lesson of the workshops.


	LESSON PLAN IDEAS
	MUSICAL THEATRE
	STARTER:
	ACTIVITY ONE:
	“When I was younger, I became obsessed with a political television show called The West Wing and it really made me think about politics and look at it differently; particularly voting and about what it is like to be a woman in this world that we live in. I wanted to make a piece of theatre about a group of women from over a hundred years ago who had no rights.” Kate Prince


	LESSON PLAN IDEAS
	MUSICAL THEATRE
	ACTIVITY TWO:
	ACTIVITY THREE:
	ACTIVITY FOUR:
	PERFORMANCE:

	THE DESIGN | AN INTERVIEW  WITH LIGHTING DESIGNER NATASHA CHIVERS
	LESSON PLAN IDEAS
	DESIGN
	DESIGN FOCUS WORKSHOP  written by Rachel Howes
	Teachers Preparatory Activities:

	LESSON PLAN IDEAS
	DESIGN
	STARTER:
	ACTIVITY ONE:
	ACTIVITY TWO:

	GLOSSARY
	SUFFRAGE
	SUFFRAGIST
	SUFFRAGETTE
	SOCIALIST
	PACIFIST
	HUNGER STRIKE
	WSPU
	HOLLOWAY PRISON
	STRANGEWAYS PRISON
	FORCE FEEDING
	CAT AND MOUSE ACT

	PERFORMANCE WORKSHEET INITAL TASKS
	Are you coming to watch Sylvia live in the theatre? Why not use the Initial Ideas worksheet for students to make notes as they watch the show? You can then use the completed worksheet later to support with their written work.
	A THEME/ISSUE
	GENRE
	AN IDEA
	STORYLINE
	SET
	COSTUME
	LIGHTING/SPECIAL EFFECTS
	A SOUND
	YOUR FAVOURITE CHARACTER
	MUSIC STYLE
	DANCE STYLE
	AN ACTION
	A MEMORABLE MOMENT
	A PREVALENT LINE OR LYRIC
	A DANCE NUMBER
	AN UNFORGETTABLE SCENE

	FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES
	ZooNation WORKSHOPS
	ZooNation offers a range of Workshops both virtually and face to face.
	Workshops re tailored to meet all levels of experience from Key Stage 3 and above. Working with partners we can create and deliver workshops that:
	Our teachers are the best within the industry, and all are working professionally as dancers and choreographers. All teachers complete regular training with the company to prepare them for their teaching work and all company teachers have a recent DBS check. We also welcome bookings from groups with special or additional needs. ZooNaton is committed to enabling all participants to engage in workshops, equally and with dignity and respect.
	Email workshop@zoonation.co.uk to book a workshop.


	USEFUL RESOURCES AND FURTHER READING
	LINKS
	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	RESOURCES
	The National Archives: Suffragettes on File: What did the struggle for the vote involve?
	The National Archives: Women’s Suffrage
	The National Archives: The Official Watch List
	What does a dramaturg do?
	’The Making of Sylvia’
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